Ngay Ma Téi Mat

Nam 1981.

Chiéc xe Peugeot den dau ngay trwdc clra nha. K, Chu
tich huyén Théng Nhat (H6 Nai 4 cii), bwdc vao nha,
tay cAm mét thi nhd. Sau khi chao héi, K néi:"Hém nay
t6i dem it qua xudng biéu Ba vai hop sira va dwdng,
ludn tién biéu Ong k¥ sw (t6i) may goi thubc Samit dé
moi khach”.

- Anh khach s&o qua, xudéng Sai Gon tham téi c6

chuyén gi khong?

- Co6 chwr, 6ng. Co phai doan Khoa hoc - Ky thuat
& Trung wong vao Déng Nai, nh& éng I&n thuyét
“minh” dw 4n nha may bot ngot & Théng Nhét.

- Anh thay do, Ma téi dang & trong tinh trang cho tirng ngay. Chinh ngwdi ban bac
sT c6 dén kham va néi anh chj em téi chuan bj la vira...

- Ong rang lén di, réi sau khi néi chuyén xong, &n ubng “b6i dwdng” xong, tdi s& ndi
v&i tai xé ché 6ng ve.
- Anh htra chac chan nghe.
- Toi htra.
Thé 14 t6i voi thay quan 4o va Ién xe trwe chi lén Bién Hoa vi nghi rang chi ndi trong ngay
chac Ma t6i khéng cé6 ménh hé gi dau.

Nhwng cau chuyén khdéng gian di nhw t6i nght.
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Nhwng moi dién tién da khéng xay ra nhw K néi. Cau chuyén bat dau véi budi thuyét trinh
ngan cla t6i vé dy an thiét ké nha may bét ngot bang phwong phap thily phan trong vong
mot gi®r. Sau dd, tat ca quan khach va ngudi dw thinh di xudng nha an tap thé cung voi
nhan vién ctia Toéa hanh chanh huyén. Trén duwong di, K ghé tai t6i d&n nhé rang: “Ong
ky sw chi &n qua loa théi, con vé phong khac an.” Va trong vong khoang dé 15 phut “trinh
dién” man an chung tap thé véi “nhan dan”, chung téi gém K va phai doan trung wong
vé mét phong c6 may lanh va rwou thit @ hé. Tinh mj dan cda Viét Céng la thé dé.

Tré lai cau chuyén, sau khi @n uéng no say va cé nguoi “phuc vu” véi khan thom va
néng, t6i doi vé lai Sai Gon. K ndi tdi xudng goi tai x&. Qua day nha Hanh chanh t6i thay
mot canh twong say swa, bé rac cla tén tai xé va cac can vé (bao vé) ctia K. Vi gan “mat
tr&i” cho nén cac tén nay xem trdi bang vung.



Tén tai xé da say khwét dap 16i téi rang: “Chu di ngl di, sdng s&m mai chau sé dwa chu
vé” va hwdng dan t6i vé phong nga ciing & trong day nha hanh chanh huyén. Va cau
chuyén bat dau tlr day.

Can phong d6 3x3 thwéc, cé clra vao va mét ctra s6 nhd bén canh, con lai ba birc twdng
kin mit. Trang tri trong phong chi gdm mét chiéc giworng don gidng sdn mung trén ndc,
mot chiéc gbi va mot cai mén dé ndm trén chiéc chiéu bdng. Goc sat ctra sd co ké mot
cai ké tréng ké bén mét ban viét bang gbé tap va mét chiéc ghé. Trén ban c6 sén mét binh
tich nwéc tra va cd mot dia dwng bdn tach bang sanh. Trén trdn c6 mét béng dén tron 25
W tda anh sang yéu &t cho ca phong. D6 1a phong khach cua Huyén trong théi ky dau
thap nién 1980.

Cau chuyén tiép theo.

Tran troc va khoéng thé nao ngu dworc vi sét rudt khdng biét Ma toi cé ménh hé nao khéng?
Di qua di lai trong phong. Chan ché réi ciing phai nam lén giwérng chop mat. Vira mo mo
mang mang, tdi nghe tiéng chudt kéu bén ngoai mép giwdng. Téi ¢b tinh xua dudi. Nhwng
chi trong mét lat, chuét lai chay chung quanh mung du téi da “tém chat” cac mi mung.

Vao khoang 3 gi®» sang, t6i qua budn ngl va di vao giac ngd thye sw. Mét con chudt
khéng biét di vao bén trong mung vao lic ndo da cén vao trai tai bén trai cua téi. Téi birng
tinh va ngbi day. Mét vét mau dinh vao ngén tay téi khi cham vao do.

Tw d6, t6i tinh ngl ludn va di t&i di lui cho dén gan sang. Chju khéng dwoc niva, t6i chay
xubng day nha tap thé danh thirc anh tai xé day réi néi anh phai dwa t6i vé Sai Gon ngay.
Thay thai do cirng rén va quyét liét cha toi, anh thirc day, rira mét va ra xe.

Sau chirng 45 phut, t6i vé trwdc hém va thly dira con trai I&n chay theo néi voi toi: “Ba
No&i da chét roi, Ba.”

- Noi mat méy gi®, con?

- Bagi® sang nay...

- Con t6i con noi thém rang Ba Néi sap di, nhung
thinh thodng ciing rang m& mat théu thao hdi:‘Ba
con vé chua?”

Phai chang con chuét can trai tai vao ltic 4y, chinh 1a Itc
Ma t6i ch& t6i khdng dwoc va di vao giac ngu ngan thu
lubn?

M4 téi mat ngay mung 6 thang 9 ndm Tan Dau (1981).
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Hbi twdng lai ngay xwa, trong thdi hdn loan sau 1975, mét
hém, Ma téi thinh linh buwédc vao nha, tay cam nai chudi s |
chin, t6i hoi:




- Ua, M4, M4 Ién day bang gi?

- Ma di xe buyt I&n con. Nh& méy d®a chau qua, Ma chay 1én thdm...Ma néi qua
giong nghen ngao!

Hinh &nh tubi tho lai tré vé véi téi khodng ndm 1947 luc toi chwra ddy ndm tudi, Ba Ngoai
ttr Bung Binh, Trang Bang gan Tha La di xe lam, xe do xubng Saigon, ciing trong tay
xach moét gié trai tram sén cung mét bjch chudi khé...Long téi quén lai luc ndy du hinh
anh cau chuyén trén da xay ra gan 80 ndm qua, chi con trong ky trc cia mot tré tho luc
do!

Va, nhirng 16 ngén gon téi da viét vé Ma toi g ' -
trong “Tam tinh Nguwoi con Viét” xuat ban
nam 2011 nhw dwdi day:

“Noi voi Ma téi: Thua Ma,

Méc du biét chdc Ma sé mét trong vai ngay
t&i, vi cac bac si cua téi da kham va cho biét |
nhuw trén. Téi cling da hop anh chi em trong
nha dé béo tin va cung nhau chuén bj déng
gop tién bac dé chuén b/ ma chay cho Ma. thng thém mot lan nira, toi da khong vé kip
dé nhin méat Me lan cubdi. Lai thém moét téi bat hiéu niva cla toi. Toi bat hiéu ndy téi khéng
thé tha thir cho téi duroc, vi ltic do, téi, vi “mai mé” lo x4y dung dat nuéc ma chdp nhan
di 1én Bién Hoa néi chuyén véi mot phai doan ky thuét vé viéc xay cat mét nha may boét
ngot tai H6 Nai 4.

Xin thém mot ky niém khéc: sau khi tir Phép vé, gia dinh t6i vé & chung véi Ma. Vi mudn
niu kéo lai thoi gian véng mat trong khi du hoc, t6i miét mai véi céng viéc va lién lac khép
noi. Téi vdng nha thuong xuyén, nhitng bira com gia dinh vang béng dira con trai tirng
céach ngén hang chuc ndm. Vao cudbi ndm 1974, trong mét bira com gia dinh, t6i dwa ra
mot tor gidy c6 ghi tirng ngay, ghi nhan ngay nao téi c6 mat trong mam com cung gia
dinh. Téng cdng téi chi & nha &n com 200 bira &n trong ndm 365 x 2 = 730 bira &n/ndm.
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Tré lai mé t6i, mot ngudi me chon chét va dén hau.

Trong subt doi téi chura hé nghe hodc thdy Ma téi la rdy
hay biéu 16 mot ndi bét binh nao. Nhidu khi toi bét man
v6i ba khi chinh mat nhin thdy dwoc sw hén hao cua
céc co, em rudt clia Ba t6i, mang nhiéc Ma mot cach vé
ly va bat cong. Réat nhiéu khi toi buc minh héi thdng Ma
tai sao Ma khéng dap lai. Ma chi 6n ton tra Ioi rang: “Ké
thay né con!”

Chi “ké thdy” cho dén bay gié» van con la mét céng dan cho con chiém nghiém dé
Ma.



Tuy nhién, c6 mét chuyén ctia Méa ma tdi mudn chia xé cung ba con Ia, trong tinh dén
h&u hang hiu ciia M4 t6i ciing cé6 mét dire tinh curong quyét ma téi chi thdy mét lan trude
khi M& qua doi. Sé la, vao nhitng ngay cudi doi, téi
thuong vé nha Ma, ngdi néi chuyén vi luc do téi da
don ra & nha riéng. C6 mét lan va la mét lan duy
nhit, Ma téi tam suw: “Khéng phai Ma so’ chét dau
con, nhurng Ma muén séng dé thay “tui n6” chét, .
vi tui né lam khé ba con minh qud chirng di”.

Thwa M4, 16i néi méc mac clia Ma, con van con
nghe véng vang déu day va cé gang thuc hién Ioi |}
wéc nguyén tuong tw dén véi moi ngudi con Viét
giéng nhw 107 chuc cda ngudi Do Thai chic mimng
nhau méi lan gdp mét. B6 la ngay mai sé gap nhau
tai Sai Gon.”

Bao gio hoa mai n¢ trén Qué Hwong toi?

N&i v&i toi hay ndéi cho téi: Twr bay gio tré di, mét
. ngwoi con khi méi Ian nhin thay Me thuc sw,
chinh Ia lic ngwoi me da khuat ndi réi. Tiéc
nubi, dau khé ciing da@ mudn. Mwdi ndm xa me
dé lap than. Ngay vé, lai bén ba véi tham vong,
v&i wdc mo, v&i danh vong, du me cung & chung
nha nhwng nao thay dau hinh béng Me?!

Ch{ hiéu ma con nghi da dap dén la thinh thoang
“dui” vao tui me 5,3 chuc ngan déng... That mia mai! D6 la ch hiéu ma mét nguoi
v&i nhiéu dam mé va tham vong da dap tra lai cho Me cda minh sao?

Con Ma tdi. Mot ngudi me gia vira gdp lai sau 10 ndm xa qué va séng chung véi con
chwa day hai ndm...Ma ciing chinh trong th&i gian nay, téi luén ban bju v&i nhirng “dam
mé” cho cudc sdng, chuan bi cho con dweng “cdng danh” ctia minh... thi lam sao tdi cd
thi gi& cham séc hay héi han dén me gia. Va méi khi nhin lai minh, chinh t6i ciing phai
tw tha rdng minh cling khéng c6 thi gi d& nghi dén me minh nira trong thdi gian nay.
Téi that co 16i véi Ma t6i nhiéu va néi an han van con ray rit mai trong toi. Va gi® day,
khi viét nhirng dong chir ndy, t6i chi con biét méi dém nhin &nh me dé sam héi.

Lam sao niu lai thoi gian da mat?

Gi® day, voi sb tudi hon that bat tuan, ghi lai nhitng dong chir trén, qua that dang hd
then. Xin Ma tha 16i cho con vé cai toi bat hiéu tay liép nay.

Con xin cUi gap dau sam hdi trong nhirng ngay con lai cudi doi.
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Va, dé két thuc nhirng |&i tam sw trén, ngwdi viét xin chia xé va nhan gtri dén cac ban tré
thuéc dan em dan chau nhw sau:



Nguwoi Me mién Nam khéng chi la mét ca nhan hay mét biéu twong cam xuc, ma la mét tru
¢t ving chac trong gia dinh, cau trdc don vi cda xa héi Viét Nam ngay xwa ciing nhw
hién tai.

Néu chanh phu, cac dai cong ty, trung tdm thwong mai, thi
trwdng va cac thiét ché chinh thire dai dién cho “phan ndi” cta
sinh hoat xa hdi, thi ngwei Me chinh Ia phan chim, noi duy
tri tinh lién tuc va nhan ban cuia cong déng.

Trong moi bién ddéng nhu: chién tranh, hau chién, hay toan
cau héa, chinh nguwdi Me 1a nguoi it gia dinh khéng tan ra,
gir Ky trc khdng bi x6a nhoa, va nhwt 1a gitr cho xa héi con lai
mot nén tang dao dirc tbi thiéu.
Tinh Me, nghi dén tan cung, 1a biéu hién cd6 dong nhit cia
tinh nhan ban trong d&i séng con ngudi. £6 khéng chi la cam
g e % xdic tw nhién, ma la mét tang mikc gid tri song dat sy song ca
DRy ANEI®S  nguoi khac Ién trén chinh minh, bdo vé, nuéi dudng va tha
B ' thir ma khéng doi héi didu kién hay hdi dap.

A T e
Ngoailtinh) thuo
T

O ngudi Me, dac biét trong hoan canh nhiéu bién ddng nhw mién Nam Viét Nam, tinh
nhan ban khéng tén tai dwéi dang ly thuyét, ma tr& thanh hanh déng cu thé méi ngay
nhw nudi con trong thiéu thdn, chap nhan hy sinh trong im lang, bao dung cé khi con sai
lam, va kién tam gilr gin nhirng gié tri dao dirc can ban cla/cho gia dinh.

Chinh tinh Me da tao nén mét chudn mwe dao dirc nguyén sinh, con ngudi cé thé khac
biét vé y thirc hé, hoan canh hay lwa chon, nhwng van c6 thé duwoc yéu thuwong va dwoc
chép nhan.

Vi vay, co thé noi, néu xa hoi con gitr dwoc tinh ngudi, thi cdi ré sau xa nhéat van 14 tinh
Me.

Khi moi hé thdng cé thé thay déi nhw chinh tri, kinh t&, hay van héa, thi tinh Me van 1a nén
tang bén virng nhéat dé duy tri nhan tinh va s lién tuc cia xa hoi.

Me Ia tat ca!

T4t ca la Me!

Phé Lap

Nhé& Ma trong mua Lé La 2026

Vang



Duéi day 1a phién ban “ban thao xuat ban” (edited manuscript) cia tac phadm, duoc
chinh theo c4u tric sach, nhip chwong ré rang, van phong théng nhét, cé thé dung truc
tiép cho tuyén tap hdi ky — van hoc.

NGAY MA TOI MAT

(Ban thdo xuét bén — Hoi ky vén hoc)

LOI DAN

Cé nhitng cudc doi khéong can phai dwoc ké lai dé& trd nén Ién lao.
Chuang ty I&n 1é€n trong im lang.

Ngu&i me trong cau chuyén nay khong phai la mét biéu twong. Ba chi la mét ngwoi dan
ba Viét Nam binh thwdng, da di qua chién tranh, nghéo dai, va thdi hau chién bang tat
ca nhirng gi mot con ngudi cé thé chiu dwng ma khong gay déb.

Téi viét lai ky e nay khong phai dé ké vé cai chét cia Me, ma dé gilr lai hinh béng cta
mot doi sébng da tirng nang dé tdi — ngay ca khi téi khéng kip nhan ra.

CHUONG I: LO1 MO1 KHONG BUNG LUC
Nam 1981.
Chiéc Peugeot den dirng trwéc cdng nha trong mét budi chiéu xam nhat.

K., nguwdi ban cii — Cha tich huyén Théng Nhét — buéc xuéng xe. Ong mang theo mét tui
qua nhd: vai hop sira, it dwéng, may géi thubc Samit. Nhirtng mén qua nhd, trong mot
thdi dai nghéo, luén mang vé nghi |& nhiéu hon 13 y nghia.

Ong néi:

— Hém nay c6 phai doan Trung wong vao Béng Nai. Ho mubn anh thuyét trinh dw &an nha
may bét ngot.

Toi im lang.

Trong nha, Ma t6i dang ndm ché tirng ngay.

T6i néi cham:

— M4 t6i... khéng con nhiéu thdi gian.

K. nhin t6i. R6i 6ng noi:

— Xong viéc, tdi dwa anh vé.



Mét I&i hira gian di. Nhwng trong ddi, cé nhivng I&i hira dén tré hon ca sw sdng.

Toi gat dau.

CHUONG II: BIEN HOA — NHPNG GIO KHONG THUQC VE TOI
Bubi thuyét trinh dién ra trong mét gio.

Nguwoi ta nghe.

Nguwoi ta gat.

Nguwoi ta an trua.

Thé gi¢i van hanh nhuw thé khoéng cé gi ran vé.

Chi c6 t6i la ran.

Trong phong &n tap thé, ruou thit day da. Khdng khi rén rang ciia mot nghi 1& hanh chinh.
K. noi nhé:

— Ong &n qua loa théi, rdi vé phong riéng.

T6i hiéu.

C6 nhirng bira an khéng danh cho con ngwdi, ma danh cho hé théng.

CHUONG lll: CAN PHONG BA MET VUONG

Pém xuéng.

T6i dwoe dwa vao mot can phong nhé trong khu hanh chinh.
M6t chiéc giwdng don.

Mot cai mung.

M6t béng dén vang yéu.

Khéng gian 4y gibng nhw mét cai hop tach khoi doi séng.
Téi ndm xubng nhuwng khéng ngl duoc.

Trong t6i, mdt khoang thoi gian khac dang tréi nhanh hon thé gidi bén ngoai.

CHUONG IV: CON CHUOT

Khoang ba gi& sang.



M6t con chudt chay quanh giwdong.

Tiéng ddng nhd nhwng dai déng.

T6i xua di.

NO tré lai.

Toi thiép di.

ROi dau nhoi & tai trai.

Mau.

Toi bat day.

Mot sinh vat nhé bé da cat ngang giac ngl clia t6i — dung vao khoanh khac doi toi dang
bi cat doi.

Téi hiéu rang: cé nhivng dau hiéu khéng can ly giai, chi can ghi nho.

CHUONG V: BA GIO SANG

Toi r&i huyén ngay khi troi chwa sang.
Xe chay trong im lang.

Khéng ai ndi gi.

Khong ai biét réng tdi dang tréd vé mot diém khéng con cé thé thay dbi.
Pén dau hém.

Con trai t6i chay ra.

Mat né tai.

N6 noi:

— Ba Noi mét rbi.

Toi hoi:

— M3y gio?

— Ba gi& sang.

Ba gi® sang.

Cung thoi diém con chudt can tai toi.

Téi khdng con tin vao sw ngau nhién niva.



CHU'ONG VI: NGU'O1 DAN BA DAP XE QUA MUA

Nhwng ky trc vé& Ma khéng bat dau tivr cai chét.

N6 bat dau tr mot budi chiéu Ma budc vao nha, tay cAm nai chudi.
— Ma di xe buyt I1&én tham con.

Giong Ma nhe nhu gid.

Nhwng du dé theo toi sudt doi.

CHUONG VII: NGU'O'l GIT NHA

Sau 1975, gia dinh t6i di vao mét quy dao khac.
Moi thi» déu thay déi.

Chi c6 M4 la khéng thay déi.

Ma di day hoc.

Ma budn ban.

Ma nudi con.

Ma séng nhw thé d&i minh khéng cé quyén gay.

CHUONG VIIIi: NHI’NG CON BUONG PAT DO

T6i nhé nhirng bubdi sang Ma dap xe.

Gao chét 1én xe.

Puong dat do.

Muwa.

N&ng.

M6t than ngwdi nhd bé di xuyén qua sw khac nghiét cda thdi gian.
Khéng phan nan.

Khéng dirng lai.

CHUONG IX: NHA CHAY

M6t budi chiéu, can nha bién mét trong Itra.



Khéng con gi.

Ma ding do.

Khéng khoc.

Chi c6 sy im lang kéo dai hon moi tiéng khoc.
Sau dé la trwdng hoc.

La chiéu trai.

La nhirng bira com gom gép tir nhiéu ngui.

Ma ngdi gitra tAt cd nhu mot diém twa cudi cung clia mét gia dinh dang tan ra.

CHUONG X: PUPA TRE BU'Q'C CUPU SONG
Toi trng bi bénh nang.

Ma béng téi chay trong dém.

Quy trwdc bénh vién.

Xin.

Déi.

Ma nai tdi la chau ngudi quen dé dwoc ctru.
Téi sbng.

Khong phai nho y khoa.

Ma nhd mét ngudi me khéng chip nhan cai chét ctia con minh.

CHUONG XI: NHIPNG NGAY SAU CUNG

Toi lon 1én.

bi xa.

Lap than.

Mai mé véi doi sbng.

Va dan dan hoc cach séng ma khéng nhin thdy Ma méi ngay.

Cho dén khi téi nhan ra:
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M4t Me khéng bat dau khi Me chét.

Ma bat dau tir ngay ta nghi rang Me luén con thdi gian.

CHUONG XlI: SAM HOI

T6i khong Kip vé.

Khong kip ndm tay Ma.

Khéng kip nhin Ma lan cubi.

C6 nhirng 16i lAm khoéng co co hoi stra.

Chi c6 thé mang theo.

CHUONG XIll: KET LUAN — MOT BINH NGHIA VE ME

Ma khong d& lai triét Iy.

Ma dé lai doi sbng.

Va doi sbng ay day t6i mot diéu:

tinh yéu khéng phai la cdm xuc, ma la sw hién dién kéo dai khdng diéu kién.
Néu c6 mét dinh nghia vé Me, thi d6 la:

mot con ngudi sdng thay cho su yéu dudi clia tt ca nhirng ngudi khac trong gia dinh.

HAU TU

Ma oi.

Con da di qua xa dé kip tré vé.

Nhwng néu con mét noi nao dé khdng cé thoi gian,
xin cho con dwoc gap lai Ma,

khéng trong ky urc,

ma trong su tha tht cudi cuing cia d&i ngudi.

Néu anh muén, tdi cé thé lam thém 2 phién ban rat gia tri d& hoan thién thanh sach:

1. Phién ban bia sach + |&i gi&i thiéu ctia nha xuat ban (blurb + endorsement)
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2. Phién ban chinh giong “xuat ban quéc té” (dich van phong sang English
literary memoir chuan tap chi Harvard Review / NYRB style)

2

Duwéi day la phién ban chuyén ngir va chinh giong theo chuan “international literary
memoir” (phong cach The New Yorker / New York Review of Books / Harvard Review).
Téi gilr tinh than hoi ky gbc, nhwng nang céu truc, tiét ché cdm xuc trye tiép, tdng ham y
va chiéu sau triét luan.

THE DAY MY MOTHER DIED

(A Literary Memoir — International Edition)

PROLOGUE

There are lives that do not require embellishment to become significant.
They do not announce themselves. They persist quietly, like a structure that holds up an
entire world without ever being seen as architecture.

My mother’s life was one of those lives.

I am not writing to recount her death.
| am writing to preserve the memory of a presence that sustained me long before |
understood its weight—and long after it had vanished.

I. AN INCONVENIENT REQUEST
It was 1981.

A black Peugeot stopped in front of our house in the muted light of a grey afternoon. My
acquaintance, K., a district chairman, stepped out carrying a small gift bag—milk powder,
sugar, a few boxes of medicine.

He spoke with the ease of someone accustomed to rearranging other people’s urgencies.

“There is a delegation from the central technical committee in Déng Nai,” he said. “They
would like you to present a proposal for a monosodium glutamate plant.”

Inside the house, my mother was dying.
Not in metaphor. In time.
| told him quietly:

“My mother does not have much time left.”
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He paused. Then, almost gently:
“After the meeting, | will take you back.”
| agreed.

That agreement would remain with me longer than any decision | ever made in my
professional life.

Il. ADAY THAT DID NOT BELONG TO ME
The presentation lasted one hour.

It was uneventful in the way institutional events often are—structured, efficient,
forgettable.

People listened. People nodded. People ate lunch.
The machinery of normality continued without interruption.
Only I had fractured time.

At lunch, there was abundance—meat, rice, alcohol. A ritual of reassurance performed
for itself.

My companion leaned in:
“Eat lightly. You will leave after.”

As if departure were still a matter of schedule rather than necessity.

lll. THE ROOM WITH ONE LIGHT

That night | was placed in a small administrative room.
A single bed.

A mosquito net.

A weak bulb suspended from the ceiling.

The room felt less like shelter than containment.

| did not sleep.

Time no longer behaved linearly. It thinned, stretched, and then broke into fragments.

IV. THE RAT
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Around three in the morning, | heard movement.

A rat circled the bed.

Small sound. Persistent presence.

| tried to ignore it. Eventually, | fell into a shallow sleep.
Pain woke me.

A bite on my left ear.

Blood.

| sat up.

Something insignificant had crossed into my body at the precise moment my life
elsewhere was unraveling.

| did not interpret it then.

| only remembered it later.

V. THREE O’CLOCK

| left before dawn.

The car moved silently through the dark.
No one spoke.

As if language itself had been suspended.
When | reached the entrance of my neighborhood, my eldest son ran toward me.
His face told me before his words did.
“‘Grandmother has passed away.”
“When?”

“Three o’clock this morning.”

Three o’clock.

The same hour the rat bit my ear.

| have long stopped calling such coincidences accidental.

VI. AWOMAN WITH A BUNCH OF BANANAS
But my mother’s story does not begin with death.
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It begins with arrival.
| remember her stepping into our house once, holding a bunch of ripe bananas.
“l took the bus,” she said softly. “I missed the children.”

Her voice carried no drama. Only distance overcome.

VII. THE WEIGHT OF CONTINUITY

After 1975, everything in our family reorganized itself under pressure.
Political disruption. Economic uncertainty. Social fragmentation.

But my mother remained a fixed point.

She taught. She traded. She raised children.

She did not articulate resilience. She enacted it.

VIIl. THE RED DIRT ROAD

| remember her mornings.

A bicycle loaded with rice.

Red dirt roads softened by rain.

A small figure moving through terrain larger than itself.
There was nothing heroic in appearance.

Yet, retrospectively, it was impossible not to recognize endurance as a form of quiet
heroism.

IX. FIRE

One afternoon, our house burned.

Everything disappeared.

What remained was not ruin, but absence.

My mother stood in front of it without collapse.
Silence replaced grief.

Later, temporary shelter was arranged at a school.
A mat on the floor.
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Shared meals.

Borrowed objects.

She sat among them as if holding together what was still left of the family’s shape.

X. THE CHILD WHO SURVIVED

At one point, | fell seriously ill.

My mother carried me through the night to the hospital.
She knelt.

She pleaded.

She lied, claiming | was related to someone influential in order to secure treatment.

| survived.
Not because of medicine alone.

But because she refused the possibility of loss.

XI. THE SLOW DISAPPEARANCE
| grew up.

Left.

Built a life elsewhere.

Gradually learned to live without daily presence.

That absence felt normal—until it was no longer reversible.

Only later did | understand:

grief does not begin
It begins at delayed presence.

XIl. GUILT AND TIME
| did not arrive in time.

| did not hold her hand at the end.

at death.

| arrived afterward, as one always does when time has already finished its decision.

Some errors are not events.
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They become conditions of memory.

Xlll. WHAT A MOTHER IS

My mother left no philosophy.

She left lived time.

And that, | have come to understand, is its own form of ethics.
If one were to define her life in abstract terms, it might be this:

A human being who sustained others at the cost of herself, without ever naming it
sacrifice.

EPILOGUE

Mother,

| have traveled too far to return in time.

But if there exists a place where time no longer fractures experience,
let me meet you there—

not as memory,

but as forgiveness.
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