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Du buéc di téi, noi thung 1liing
t[Ji,Con khong lo lac 1[Ji,Vi c6 Chua
sanh buwdc véi con.(Thanh Vinh 23

Nguy[n Trung Tay, SVD
meditation picture
dark valley

Though I walk to the dark valley,
I fear no evil,

For you’re walking besides me.
(Psalm 23)

http://www.nguyentrungtay.com/darkvalley.html

In December 2009, the owner of the spiritual pub in town
(whose domain name is www.nguyentrungtay.com) left Melbourne
for his new missionary assignment in Alice Springs.

Because of her own charming characters and special location in
Central Australia, Alice Springs has become an idea spot for
many young people in the world to go on backpack. Some of
them, especially guys from the Far East countries, don’t speak
English. Noticing that some Asian Catholic who attend Sunday
mass are limited with English, the owner comes up with a
church project, called English As Second Language, for those
would like to learn and improve their speaking skills. The
class meets every Saturday between 2 until 3pm in the
Presbytery, and is free of charge. Normally there are six or
seven students from Korea, Hong Kong, Malaysia, East Timor,
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India, the Philippines and Viet Nam attend the ESL class.

In August 2010 the class welcomed a Korean student, a Catholic
young man in his early twenties. In English the owner calls
the new student Coby. Coby later calls the owner B[ Quang
(Daddy Quang). When he first came to Alice Springs, Coby
worked in Desert Palms Resort during the day and attended the
afternoon mass at 5:30pm. On occasion B[] Quang rode Coby to
the Indigenous Chapel to attend the Sunday mass at 1llam, or
took him out for Aussie meals in local restaurants or a glass
of Guinness, a thick and flavorful Irish beer, in the pub
nearby the Presbytery. Some times on Saturday, the owner
invited his friends to the Presbytery for dinner. After
finishing cooking meal, B[] Quang texted his son, “R u free for
2nite dinner?” If not committed with overtime schedules, Coby
quickly rode his bike to the front door of the Presbytery,
calling from his mobile phone, “B[] Quang, here is Coby. Please
open the door.” Twice, one time on late Saturday night,
another in the late Sunday afternoon, while Coby was with B[]
Quang, Alice Springs Hospital sent “distress signals” to the
owner, asking for the sacrament of healing for patients in
critical conditions. The owner brought Coby along, so Coby
could experience life from different aspects, in particular
life in hospital.

After the ESL class or the mass, when the situation allowed,
Coby stayed behind, having chats with B[J Quang. Coby normally
shared with B[] Quang his concerns about life, particularly the
new life he now faced in Alice Springs. B[] Quang advised Coby
to join the Youth Group that meets every Friday at 6pm in the
Presbytery so Coby would make new friends and at the same time
to improve his English conversations.

And, out of a sudden, B[] Quang did not see Coby anymore. Just
as water evaporating from the scorching heat, Coby disappeared
from church activities as if he had never been in Alice
Springs.



Christmas’ Eve 2010 came. The OLSH Church again held the
Midnight Mass. Nevertheless, being scheduled to celebrate
Christmas Mass at 7:30am, the owner excused himself not to
concelebrate midnight mass, but retreated to his room about
10pm, locked the door, and spent the rest of the night on bed,
ready for having a pleasant dream. Right at the moment the
owner began hearing his own snoring sound, he heard another
sound as 1if someone were knocking on his door. The owner
almost wanted to ignore the unexpected sound, but he
eventually gave up. Opening the door, the owner saw his SVD
neighbor who informed him, “Your Korean friend wants to see
you.” “Korean friend?”, the owner repeated. “Who’s it?”, he
asked himself while carefully stepping down from the staircase
to the Presbytery.

And to his surprise there was his son, Coby, who was waiting
to deliver the Christmas card to his daddy. Having seen B[]
Quang, Coby greeted jubilantly, “Merry Christmas, B[] Quang.”
His son scratched his hair, saying recently he worked for
three jobs. So busy!!!. Well, well, well! Dad and son
exchanged conversations for a while. But, celebrating the
Christmas mass tomorrow at 7:30am was still a reality that B[]
Quang couldn’t ignore. After promising to contact Coby after
Christmas, B[ Quang excused himself and returned to his room
to catch up the dream interrupted by his son’s unannounced
visit. However, out of curiosity, while lying in bed, he
opened Coby’'s Christmas card to read the Christmas greetings.
Believe it or not, Coby composed to B[] Quang one of the most
beautiful Christmas greetings that he had never received in
life. B[J Quang’s eyes almost began filling with tears while
reading, “Dear B[] Quang, you are the most precious person to
me in Alice Springs. Through you I can feel the love of Jesus
Christ and my parents. Even after I return to Korea, I will
never forget you. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Coby”

Three days later, 27 December, as promised, B[] Quang and Coby
went out for Christmas and New Year dinner. Before meal, daddy



and son rode to Simpsons Gap to enjoy the sunset scenery. The
sunlight on that late afternoon seemed to be brighter when
discovering B[] Quang and Coby on Darken Drive to the famous
gap of Northern Territory. Because the gap was located to the
west of Alice Springs, the sun by the late afternoon in the
clear blue sky reddened the right hill but darkened the left
one of the gap, while transforming the bright green of the
grass by the sides of the road to faded yellow; a perfect shot
of Simpsons Gap. About five more kilometers from the gap, B[]
Quang pulled the car over. Coby asked, “B[] Quang, what
happened?”. B[] Quang asked, “Are you ready to be a movie
star?”. B[ Quang directed Coby to stand in the middle of the
road, to rise up his hands and to smile for a best shot.

Coby Bae, Photographed by NTT
After Coby’s, the owner captured another view of Simpsons Gap.

And the meditation picture of Dark Valley is born to B[] Quang
and now displayed in the spiritual pub in town.

Thung Liing T[i

Du buéc di toi,

noi thung lidng tQi,

Con khéng lo lac 11,

Vi c6 Chua sanh buéc voi con.
(Thanh Vinh 23

Thang Muwoi Hai nam 2009, ch quan nuéc dJu lang roi b[j
Melbourne cho cbng tdac muc vu truy[Jn giao méi tai Alice
Springs.

Alice Springs, thi tr{Jn nh[] nam gita Uc Ch&u, cé mat d6 dan s[]
kho[Jng hai muwoi tam ngan nguoi. Thi tr[Jn sa mac n[Ji ti[jng thi
trn du lich. Du khach té¢i Central Australia d[J tham vi[jng sa



thach Uluru hoac phong c[nh n[Ji ti[jng c[Ja Red Centre thdng
thuong bay tédi Alice Springs ngh[J ngoi mét vai ngay trudc khi
kh(Ji hanh t&i Uluru chiém ng[m ky quan thién nhién c[Ja th[] dan
ngoi sang mau d[J vao luc hoang hén va binh minh. Trong thoi
gian tam trd tai thi tr[n, du khach clng c6 thJ thQ bdé trén
con 10 chinh Todd Mall lua chon cho minh mét vai tranh son d[ju
cfa nguoi th[ dan, hodc 1di xe téi Alice Springs 0ld Telegraph
tim hiu hOi méi téi nguoi Uc 1ién lac véi nhau va th[ gidi
nhu th[] nao. Du khach ciing c6 th] gi[Jm bét d6 ndéng hirng huc
mua hé bang cdch dim chan xu[Jng ddng nuéc lanh c[Ja con lach
Trephina Gorge trén huong 16 Ross, hoac chu[Jn bi tinh th[n cho
man trinh di[jn tuyét v&i cJa hon d& Uluru bang cadch chiém ng[m
cOnh chiJu hoang hén c[Ja Simpsons Gap, mdét trong nhirng nui ch[]
tuyét dep ding dJu c[Ja rang nui phia bong MacDonnell, duoc tao
ra b[Ji tran dia ch[n va khi hau thay d[Ji c[Ja triéu triéu nam
v[] truéc..

Bi nét duyén dang va vi th[] dac biét c[Ja thi tr[n sa mac,
Alice Springs tr[J thanh dia diQm ly tu[Qng du lich cho nhi[Ju
nguoi tr[]. Mot vai nguoi, nhJt la thanh nién tu mi[Qn Vi[]n
bong, khong ndéi ti[ijng Anh. Nhan ra r[Jt nhiQu tin dQ Céng Giao
A Chau tham du thanh 1] Chta Nhat véi tifjng Anh con gidi han,
ch] quan dJ nghi nha tho t[J ch&c mét 1ép ti[Jng Anh, danh cho
nhirng ngudi mu[jn trau gi[Ji kh[] nang dam thoai. L&p hoc ngay
th& By tr 2 cho téi 3 gio chi[Ju tai nha x&r, va hoan toan mi[jn
phi. Théng thuong 16p cé tur sdu téi by hoc sinh tir bai Han,
HOng Kbéng, Ma Lai, DP6ng Timor, [Jn D6, Phi Luat Tan va Viét Nam
tham du.

Thang Tam nam 2010 1ép chao dén mét hoc sinh bPai Han, nguoi
Cong Gido [] tuji hai muwoi. Trong ti[Jng Anh, ch[]J quan goi hoc
sinh mé¢i véi tén Coby. Coby v[] sau goi ch[] quan 1la B[] Quang.
HOJi méi téi Alice Springs, Coby di lam ban ngay tai Desert
Palm Resort, sau do6 tham du thanh 1[] chiJu c[J] hanh 1luc 5:30.
b6i khi B[] Quang mang Coby té&i nguyén duong Th[] Dan tham du
thanh 1[0 Chuda Nhat ldc 11 gi¢ sang, hoac ra nhirng quan an dia
phuong n[m thdc an n[Qu kifJu Uc Thoi Lo6i, hodc ra quéan bia g[n



nha x& u[jng mét ly bia Guiness ddc nhu sita c[Ja ngudi Ai Nhi
Lan. C6 nhirng bu[Ji chi[Ju th& B[y, ch[] quan moi ban t&éi nha xt
an t[i. Sau khi nJu nuwéng xong xudi, B[] Quang goi Coby bang
“may nhQn” di dong, “TOi nay cdé6 r{nh hay khdéng, t&i an tQi"?
NJOu khoéng ban lam thém vao ngay cu[Ji tu[n, Coby nhanh nhen 1lai
xe dap téi trudc c[Ja nha x&, goi dién thoai di dbéng, “B[J Quang
oi, Coby day. Lam on m[ c[Ja”. Pa hai 1[Jn, mét 1[Jn vao bu[Ji t[i
thd B[y, 1[n kia vao bu[ji chi[Ju Chda Nhat, trong khi Coby dang
c6 mat tai nha x&r, bénh vién Alice Springs goi ch[] quan qua
tn s[] kh[n c[p, x&c dJu cho bénh nhan dang trong tinh trang
nguy cap. Ch[J quan mang Coby di theo d[J Coby hoc thém nhirng
kinh nghiém khac v[J do¢i s[ng, dac biét doi s[ng trong bénh
vién.

Sau gio hoc ESL hay sau thanh 1, khi diJu kién thuan tién,
Coby hay [J lai néi chuyén vé&i B[] Quang. Coby chia s[] véi B[]
Quang v[] nhirng ban khuan trong doi s[ng, dac biét v[] doi s[ing
méi tai Alice Springs. B[] Quang cling khuyén Coby nén tham gia
nhém Thanh Nién c[Ja gido x&t d[] c6 thém ban va d[ng thoi trau
dji thém ti[jng Anh.

Va that la bt ngd, B[ Quang khéng th[y Coby dau nita. Nhu nuéc
b[Jc hoi b[Ji gié ndéng sa mac, Coby bi[Jn mJt nhu chuwa bao gi¢ coé
mat tai ph[] Alice Springs.

ChiJu Gidng Sinh 2010 da téi. Nha tho OLSH mét 1[n nira lai t[]
chikc thanh 1] n[Ja dém. Nhung b[Ji ph[Ji c[J hanh thanh 1 Giang
Sinh vao sang ngay hém sau luc 7:30, ch[J quan kiJu khdng d[ng
t[] thanh 1[0 nJa dém, nhung kho[Jng 10 gi¢ t[Qi rdt lui vao
phong, khéa c[Ja lai, leo 1én giuwong chu[jn bi cho mét gi[]jc ng[]
say. Sau khi ch[] quan nghe duwgc ti[Jng ngdy c[Ja chinh minh
trong vong mét vai phdt, tu nhién ch[J quan nghe cé ti[jng dbng
gi(Jng nhu cé nguoi dang gd canh c[Ja phong minh. Ch[] quan da
mu(Jn lam lo, nhung cu[Ji cung dJu hang. M c{a, ch[J quan nhan
ra nguoi anh em hang xo6m Ng6i Loi, Su Huynh néi, “Cé nguoi ban
Pai Han dang kiJm cha.” “Ban Pai Han”, ch[J quan lap lai. “Ai
vay ca?”, ch] quan tu hgi trong khi buéc nhirng buéc chan c[In
than xu[Jng c[u thang d[Jn té&i nha x&. That la ngac nhién, dé la



ong con Coby, dang doi tang B[] t[Om thiép Noel. Th[Jy B[] Quang,
Coby reo to, “Merry Christmas, B[] Quang”. Ong con trai c[Ja ch[]
quan gai gai tai ndi g[n day con phJi di cay ba “job”. Ban oi
la ban!!! Well, well, well!

B con ndéi chuyén moét h{Ji. Nhwng thanh 1 ngay mai ldc 7:30
sang v[n la moét thuc t[J B Quang khéng th[J lam ngo. B[] danh
hen véi 6ng con sé gap lai sau ngay Giang Sinh, r[Ji b[] v[]
phong di ng[]. Nhung, that su 1a b[Ji td md, vira nam trén giudng
ch] quan 16i t[Om thiép ra doc. Khdng th[Q ng¢, Coby vi[Jt nhirng
hang chir chdc mrng Noel tuyét voi chua bao gio B[] Quang nhan
duogc trong doi. ThJ la B[J Quang long lanh nuéc mJt trong khi
doc nhirng hang chir, “B[ Quang mgn, [ Alice Springs, B[ 1la
nguoi con quy nh[t. BOi B[, con c[Jm nhan duwoc tinh thuong c[Ja
Chlda Giésu va B[] Me. Con sé khdng bao gi0 quén B[], ngay c[] sau
khi da quay v[] Pai Han. Chuc mirng Giang Sinh. Coby”.

Ba ngay sau, 27 thang 12, nhu 10i da h&a, B[] Quang va Coby an
Gidng Sinh va Nam M&i. Truéc khi an, b[] va con lai xe téi
Simpsons Gap ng[m c[Jnh hoang hdn. Nhitrng chum tia sang mat troi
hoang hén ngay hém dé dudng nhu sang ruc r& hon khi nhin thQjy
B0 Quang va Coby trén duong Darken d[jn t&i Gap. B[Ji dia th[]
nam v[] huéng doéng c[Ja Alice Springs, tir trén bu tr&i xanh mat
troi bu[Ji chiJu hém dé chi[Ju d[J rang nui bén tay ph[i nhung
boi tJi rang nui tay trdi, trong khi té vang nhirng bui c[J mau
xanh nam doc theo hai bén dudng; mdét bkc tranh tuyét voi c[la
Simpson Gap. Khi con cach rang nui kho[lng nam cay s[], B[] Quang
b tay 1ai t[p vao 1 duong. Coby th[Jc mJc, “B[ Quang, sao
vay”? B[] Quang ndéi, “Pa s[jn sang lam tai t[J man bac hay chua”?
B[] Quang dao di[jn Coby ding gilta dudng, hai tay gio cao, miéng
cvoi twoi cho moét t[m hinh tuyét voi.

Sau Coby, ch[] quan chup thém mét t[Jm nita, cung mét gbéc d6. Va
hinh Chiém Niém Thung Liing T[Ji ra do0i, gi¢ nay duoc treo trong
quan nuéc dJu lang.

Nguy[n Trung Tay, SVD



Alice Springs, a small town in Central Australia, 1s populated
by approximately twenty eight thousand inhabitants. The desert
town has her frame as a tourist town. Tourists who travel to
Central Australia to visit the sandstone Uluru and famous
sceneries of Red Centre usually fly to Alice Springs and stay
here for a few days before departing to Uluru to see the
iconic natural wonder of the Indigenous glowing red by sunset
and sunrise. While being in town, tourists can walk on Todd
Mall to collect for themselves some Indigenous canvases drawn
by Aboriginal artists; or ride to Alice Springs Telegraph
Station to see how the early Caucasian Australians
communicated with the rest of Australia and the world.
Tourists can also cool themselves off from the intense heat
during summer by dipping their feet into the cold water of
Trephina Gorge via Ross Highway, or preparing themselves for
the spectacular sunset show of Uluru by contemplating the
sunset view of Simpsons Gap, one of the most gorgeous and
prominent gaps of the West MacDonnell Ranges, caused by a
massive erosion and climate changes over million years ago..
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